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laid before the Virginia Burgesses. But Lord Bote-
tourt, the new Royal Governor, deemed some of
these resolutions dangerous to the prerogative of the
King, and dissolved the Assembly. The Burgesses,
however, met at Anthony Hay's house and adopted
Mason's Association. Washington, who was one of
the signers of the Association, wrote to his agents in
London: " I am fully determined to adhere religiously
to it."

Five years had now elapsed since the British To-
ries attempted to fix on the Colonies the Stamp Act,
and although they had withdrawn that hateful law,
the relations between the Mother Country and the
Colonists had not improved. Far from it. The
English issued a series of irritating provisions which
convinced the Colonists that the Government had
no real desire to be friendly, and that, on the con-
trary, it intended to make no distinction between
them and the other conquered provinces of the
Crown. Then and always, the English forgot that
the Colonists were men of their own stock, equally
stubborn in their devotion to principles, and prob-
ably more accessible to scruples of conscience. So
they were not likely to be frightened into subjection.
The governing class in England was in a state of
mind which has darkened its judgment more than
once; the state of mind which, when it encounters anw up an agreement in
